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A BILL FOR 
An Act to amend chapter five hundred ninety-eight (598), 

Code 1950, relating to divorce and annulment of 
marriages. 

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

1 Section 1. Chapter five hundred ninety-eight (598), 

2 Code 1950, is hereby amended by adding thereto the following 

3 new section: 

4 "After a final decree of divorce providing for alimony, 

5 support money, or other allowance for the wife and children, 

6 or husband and children as the case may be, or either of them, 

7 the court may, from time to time on the petition of either of 

8 the parties, revise and alter such decree respecting the 

9 amount of such alimony or allowance, and the payment thereof, 

10 and may make or enter such a decree with respect to alimony, 

11 support money, attorney fees, or other allowance as such 

12 court might have made in the original action.,, 

EXPLANATION OF H. F. 190 

Under our present law the court has no power to enter an order for attorney fees 
where there has been a final decree of divorce and proceedings have been instituted to 
enforce the provisions of the decree. 

In many cases where a wife has been granted child support in a final divorce decree, 
and the husband refuses to pay the child support, the wife, in order, to enforce the 
decree, must either pay her attorney out of her own earnings, or use whatever sup
port money she may eventually receive to pay her attorney. 

I t is felt that if the court has the authority to allow attorney fees to prosecute 
or defend a divorce action, likewise the court should have power to allow attorney 
fees to enforce the provisions of the decree once it has been obtained. 
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